
French Revolution study guide 

 

Directions:  Please respond with strong detail in your writing (Note: You do not need complete sentences) to the following 

questions concerning the concepts and terms for our test on Friday November 8th.    These are some samples of what you will 

see on your test.    We will take a sample quiz before the test, but you want to be sure to look over your notes/primary and 

secondary sources in your composition book and are very familiar with them prior to your test.   You may use your composition 

book on the test; the test questions will be asking you to apply your knowledge of the concepts.    

A.  Key intro terms of 
the French Revolution 
(pp 38-39) 
 
 1. First Estate 
 2. Second Estate 
 3. Third Estate 
 4. Absolute monarchy* 
 5. King Louis XVI 
 6. Queen Marie   
       Antoinette 
 7. Tennis Court Oath 
 8. National Assembly 
 9.  Storming of Bastille   
        Prison 
 10.  Declaration of 
Rights of Man 
 
*Note:  This term refers 
to complete control by a 
king.  However, a 
constitutional monarchy 
refers to power shared 
between a king and a 
legislative branch. 
 
 

 
a.  Why was the Third Estate so unhappy with life In France?     
 
 
 
 
b.  In what way did the Tennis Court Oath impact the beginning of the French Revolution? 
 

 
 
 
c.  Why was the Declaration of the Rights of Man an important document during this time?   

 
 
 

B.  Life during the 
Reign of Terror (p. 42) 
 
 1. Reign of Terror 
 2. Robespierre 
 3. Law of Suspects 
 4. Committee of Public     
       Safety 
 5. guillotine 

a.  How did the Law of Suspects create an atmosphere of fear during this time?      
 
 
 
 
b.  How would the Reign of Terror been a complete opposite of what the Declaration of Rights of 
Man was trying to do in France?    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(turn over) 
 



 
 

C.   The final part of the 
Revolution (p. 43) 
 
1.  The Directory- what 
groups composed it? 
 
 
2.  Pros and cons of the 
Directory 
 
3.  Napoleon Bonaparte 
 
4.  First Consul 
 
5.  Pros and cons of 
Napoleon’s rule  

 
 
 a. Why might many people embrace (be in favor of) Napoleon becoming leader after the rule by 
the Directory?      
 
 
 
b. Why might the former Third Estate like some of the changes that Napoleon put into place 
during his reign?    
 
 
 
c..  If the French Revolution began with an absolute monarchy in place, what type of government 
did it end up with Napoleon?      What insight does this provide us regarding the French 
Revolution?      
 

 


